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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 

in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Holt (U.S. Patent 
Application Publication 2003/0044654 Al). 

As to claim 1, Figure 1 in Holt shows a wireless headset-based communication 
arrangement (100), comprising: 

a first subscriber unit (102) ("the system 100 includes a primary wireless device 102, 
other wireless devices 104a, 104b, . . . 104n, a remote master station 108, and a remote device 
1 12" (page 2, col. 1, paragraph [0013], lines 2-5); 

a wireless headset (102) associated with said first subscriber unit to form a wireless 
communication apparatus ("the primary wireless device 102 may be a mobile phone, such as a 
cellular phone, a personal digital assistant (PDA) device with integrated or add-on external 
telephone call capability, or another type of wireless device, such as a headset-only or a handset- 
only device. Like the primary wireless device 102, the other wireless devices 104 may each be a 
cellular phone, a PDA device, or another type of wireless device, such as a headset-only or 
handset-only device" (page 2, col. 1, paragraph [0013], lines 5-13). "Furthermore, either device 
can be separated into different constituent components, such as individual handset and headset 
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components, even where these components communicate with one another wirelessly" (page 2, 
col, 1, paragraph [0015], lines 14-17)); 

a detector within the wireless communication apparatus to detect a spatial proximity of at 
least one second subscriber unit (104a) or second wireless headset (104a) ("the other wireless 
devices 104 are communicatively proximate to the primary wireless device 102, in that the latter 
can communicate with each of the former according to the communication manner indicated by 
the bolt 106" (page 2, col. 2, paragraph [0016], Unes 15-19). "The device 102 first performs a 
discovery process to become aware of the other wireless devices 104" (page 2, col. 2, paragraph 
[0017], lines 4-6). "This can be accomplished by the primary wireless device broadcasting a 
discovery signal, such that any local communicatively proximate wireless devices receive the 
signal, and correspondingly respond. The primary wireless device receives these responses to 
become aware of the other wireless device" (page 3, coL 2, paragraph [0021], lines 1 1-16)); and 

in response to said detection, said wireless headset associated with said first subscriber 
xmit is adapted to communicate directly with said at least one second subscriber unit or second 
wireless headset ("once the discovery process is completed, the primary wireless device 102 
invites one or more of the devices 104 to join the external call established with the device 1 12, 
also according to the communication manner indicated by the bolt 106" (page 2, col. 2, 
paragraph [0017], lines 11-15). "Preferably, this communication manner is a local wireless 
networking technology, such as IEEE 802, 1 lb wireless networking technology, also known as 
Wi-Fi wireless networking technology, and Bluetooth wireless networking technology" (page 2, 
col. 1, paragraph [0013], lines 15-19)). 
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As to claim 2, the Holt reference discloses the wireless headset-based communication 
arrangement according to Claim 1, wherein said direct communication is a short-range wireless 
communication ("the primary wireless device 102 is able to communicate with the other wireless 
devices 104 via a communication manner, as indicated by the bolt 106. Preferably, this 
communication manner is a local wireless networking technology, such as IEEE 802. 1 lb 
wireless networking technology, also known as Wi-Fi wireless networking technology, and 
Bluetooth wireless networking technology" (page 2, col. 1, paragraph [0013], lines 13-19)). 

As to claim 3, the Holt reference discloses the wireless headset-based communication 
arrangement according to Claim 1, wherein said at least one second subscriber unit or second 
wireless headset is a plurality of subscriber units or wireless headsets such that group 
communications are implemented between said wireless headset associated with said first 
subscriber unit and the plurality of subscriber units or wireless headsets ("once the discovery 
process is completed, the primary wireless device 102 invites one or more of the devices 104 to 
join the external call established with the device 112, also according to the communication 
manner indicated by the bolt 106" (page 2, col. 2, paragraph [0017], lines 11-15). "The primary 
wireless device 102 extends the external call to a conference call including these devices. The 
device 102 sends any audible signals sent to or received from the device 1 12 via the 
communication manner indicated by the bolt 1 10 to those of the devices 104 that were invited 
and had accepted invitation to join the call" (page 2, col. 2, paragraph [0017], lines 27-33)). 

As to claim 4, the Holt reference discloses the wireless headset-based communication 
arrangement according to Claim 3, wherein said wireless headset associated with said first 
subscriber unit provides broadcast communication to any of the plurality of subscriber units or 
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wireless headsets within range of said wireless headset associated with said first subscriber unit 
("the primary wireless device 102 extends the external call to a conference call including these 
devices. The device 102 sends any audible signals sent to or received from the device 1 12 via the 
communication manner indicated by the bolt 1 10 to those of the devices 104 that were invited 
and had accepted invitation to join the call" (page 2, col 2, paragraph [0017], lines 27-33)). 

As to claim 5, the Holt reference discloses the wireless headset-based communication 
arrangement according to Claim 1, wherein an identification is associated with the at least one 
second subscriber irnit and the first subscriber unit uses the identification to communicate with 
the at least one second subscriber unit or its associated headset ("the primary wireless device 
invites desired ones of the local communicatively proximate wireless devices of which it is 
aware to join the extemal call (306). This can be accomplished again by the primary device 
sending an invite signal to the other devices, such that the other devise respond as to whether or 
not they wish to join the extemal call The primary wireless device finally extends the external 
call as a conference call with those devices that accept its invitation (308)" (page 3, col. 2, 
paragraph [0022], lines 1-9)). 

As to claim 6, the Holt reference discloses the wireless headset-based communication 
arrangement according to Claim 1, wherein said detector is contained within said first subscriber 
unit or said wireless headset ("the second communication mechanism 204 allows the device 102 
to communicate with other, communicatively proximate wireless devices 104" (page 3, col. 1, 
paragraph [0020], lines 15-17). See also Figure 2). 

As to claim 7, the Holt reference discloses the wireless headset-based communication 
arrangement according to Claim 1, wherein said detector detects a presence of a proximal at least 
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one second subscriber unit or associated wireless headset when within the order of ten meters of 
said detector ("once the discovery process is completed, the primary wireless device 102 invites 
one or more of the devices 104 to join the extemal call established with the device 1 12, also 
according to the communication manner indicated by the bolt 106" (page 2, col. 2, paragraph 
[0017], lines 1 1-15). "Preferably, this communication manner is a local wireless networking 
technology, such as IEEE 802. 1 lb wireless networking technology, also known as Wi-Fi 
wireless networking technology, and Bluetooth wireless networking technology" (page 2, col 1, 
paragraph [0013], Unes 15-19). Bluetooth technology inherently provides short-range 
communication and detection covering distance within the order of ten meters). 

As to claim 8, the Holt reference discloses the wireless headset-based communication 
arrangement according to Claim 1, wherein said first subscriber imit is one of a cellular 
telephone, a mobile or portable radio, a personal digital assistant, a computer ("the primary 
wireless device 102 may be a mobile phone, such as a cellular phone, a personal digital assistant 
(PDA) device with integrated or add-on external telephone call capability, or another type of 
wireless device, such as a headset-only or a handset-only device. Like the primary wireless 
device 102, the other wireless devices 104 may each be a cellular phone, a PDA device, or 
another type of wireless device, such as a headset-only or handset-only device" (page 2, col. 1, 
paragraph [0013], lines 5-13)). 

As to claim 9, the Holt reference discloses a wireless headset adapted to operate in the 
wireless headset-based communication arrangement of Claim 1 ("the primary wireless device 
102 may be a mobile phone, such as a cellular phone, a personal digital assistant (PDA) device 
with integrated or add-on extemal telephone call capability, or another type of wireless device. 
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such as a headset-only or a handset-only device. Like the primary wireless device 102, the other 
wireless devices 104 may each be a cellular phone, a PDA device, or another type of wireless 
device, such as a headset-only or handset-only device" (page 2, col 1, paragraph [0013], lines 5- 
13). "Furthermore, either device can be separated into different constituent components, such as 
individual handset and headset components, even where these conponents communicate with 
one another wirelessly" (page 2, col. 1, paragraph [0015], lines 14-17)). 

As to claim 10, the Holt reference discloses a communication device adapted to operate 
in the wireless headset-based communication arrangement of Claim 1 ("the primary wireless 
device 102 may be a mobile phone, such as a cellular phone, a personal digital assistant (PDA) 
device with integrated or add-on external telephone call capability, or another type of wireless 
device, such as a headset-only or a handset-only device. Like the primary wireless device 102, 
the other wireless devices 104 may each be a cellular phone, a PDA device, or another type of 
wireless device, such as a headset-only or handset-only device" (page 2, col 1, paragraph 
[0013], lines 5-13). "Furthermore, either device can be separated into different constituent 
components, such as individual handset and headset components, even where these components 
communicate with one another wirelessly" (page 2, col. 1, paragraph [0015], lines 14-17)). 
As to claim 11, Figure 2 in Holt shows a wireless headset (102) comprising: 
a transmitter (204) ("the primary wireless device 102 may be a mobile phone, such as a 
cellular phone, a personal digital assistant (PDA) device with integrated or add-on extemal 
telephone call capability, or another type of wireless device, such as a headset-only or a handset- 
only device. Like the primary wireless device 102, the other wireless devices 104 may each be a 
cellular phone, a PDA device, or another type of wireless device, such as a headset-only or 
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handset-only device. The primary wireless device 102 is able to communicate with the other 
wireless devices 104 via a communication manner, as indicated by the bolt 106. Preferably, this 
communication manner is a local wireless networking technology, such as IEEE 802. lib 
wireless networking technology, also known as Wi-Fi wireless networking technology, and 
Bluetooth wireless networking technology" (page 2, col. 1, paragraph [0013], lines 5-19). 
"Furthermore, either device can be separated into different constituent components, such as 
individual handset and headset components, even where these conq)onents communicate with 
one another wirelessly" (page 2, col. 1, paragraph [0015], lines 14-17)); 

a receiver (204) for communicating with its associated communication unit in a first 
mode of operation (see page 2, col. 1, paragraph [0013], Unes 5-19 & paragraph [0015], lines 14- 
17)), and 

a processor for selecting a second mode of operation (204) of the wireless headset to 
communicate directly with one or more alternative communication units or wireless headsets of 
said alternative communication units ("the conference call mechanism 206 extends external 
telephone calls estabUshed via the first communication mechanism 202 to conference calls with 
the devices 104 via the second communication mechanism 204" (page 3, col. 1, paragraph 
[0020], lines 19-22)). 

As to claim 12, the Holt reference discloses the wireless headset according to Claim 11, 
wherein the wireless headset comprises a detector operably coupled to the processor, and said 
second mode of operation is selected by the wireless headset based upon a spatial proximity of 
said one or more alternative communication units or wireless headsets of said alternative 
communication units as determined by the detector ("the other wireless devices 104 are 
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communicatively proximate to the primary wireless device 102, in that the latter can 
communicate with each of the former according to the communication manner indicated by the 
bolt 106" (page 2, col. 2, paragraph [0016], lines 15-19). "The device 102 first performs a 
discovery process to become aware of the other wireless devices 104" (page 2, col. 2, paragraph 
[0017], lines 4-6). "This can be accomplished by the primary wireless device broadcasting a 
discovery signal, such that any local communicatively proximate wireless devices receive the 
signal, and correspondingly respond. The primary wireless device receives these responses to 
become aware of the other wireless device" (page 3, col. 2, paragraph [0021], lines 1 1-16). 
"Once the discovery process is completed, the primary wireless device 102 invites one or more 
of the devices 104 to join the extemal call estabUshed with the device 112, also according to the 
communication manner indicated by the bolt 106" (page 2, col. 2, paragraph [0017], Unes 1 1- 
15)). 



Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

a. Wasenius (U.S. Patent AppUcation Publication 2002/0 1 5 1 320 Al) discloses 
wireless group communication system. 

b. Haller et al. (U.S. Patent Application Publication 2003/0095521 Al) discloses 
device, system, method and computer readable medium for pairing of devices in a short 
distance wireless network. 
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c. Iwata (U.S. Patent Application Publication 2002/0045454 Al) discloses radio 
communication connection destination specifying method. 

d. Beamish et al. (U.S. Patent 6,694,143) discloses system for using a local wireless 
network to control a device within range of the network. 

e. Tang et al. (U.S. Patent Application Publication 2002/01 14350 Al) discloses 
systems, devices and methods for use in proximity-based networking. 

f Pearson (U.S. Patent Application Publication 2002/0103863 Al) discloses mobile 
community communicator. 

g. Anvekar et al. (U.S. Patent Application Publication 2002/0068610 Al) discloses 
method and apparatus for selecting source device and content delivery via wireless 
connection. 

h. Thomas (U.S. Patent Application Publication 2001/0049283 Al) discloses 
conference call method and apparatus therefor. 

i. Lehtonen (U.S. Patent Application Publication 2001/0049262 Al) discloses 
hands-free function. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Duy K Le whose telephone number is 703-305-5660. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 am - 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward F Urban can be reached on 703-305-4385. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or PubUc PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-2 1 7-9 1 97 (toll-free) . 

Duy Le 
May 10, 2004 



EDWARD F. URBAN 

SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 




